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University of Catania Specialist medical | 1998 Biochemical and Clinical
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Employment
1987-1988 Undergraduate Researcher, Institute of Biochemistry and Pharmacology, University of
Catania, Italy
1989-1990 Staff Research Associate, Univ. of Catania, Italy
1991-1993 Graduate Student Researcher, Univ. of Catania, Italy
1994-1998 Postdoctoral Researcher, Univ. of Catania, Italy
1999-2000 “Assegno di Ricerca” in Biochemical Sciences, Univ. of Catania, Italy
2000-2014 Assistant Professor in Molecular Biology, Univ. of Catania, Italy

2014 - present
2018

Associate Professor in Molecular Biology, Univ. of Catania, Italy
National qualification to Full Professor in Biochemistry and in Molecular Biology

Research Experience

1992-1993
1994-1995
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2012

2016

Dep. “Farmaco-Biologico”, Univ. of Bari (Italy), Lab of Molecular Biology

Institute of Genetics, Univ. of Bari (Italy), Lab. of Genetics and Molecular Biology
CNR Centre for the Study of Receptors and Biologically Active Molecules, University
Cattolica “Sacro Cuore” — Rome (Italy)

Center INSERM (Institut National de la Santé et de la Recherche Médicale) Universite

V. Segalen — Bordeaux (FR), visiting scientist

Centre for Biomolecular Sciences (CBMS), University of St. Andrews, Scotland (UK),
visiting scientist
International Agency for Research on Cancer (IARC) Lyon (FR), Lab of Cancer
Biology

Neurodegenerative Disease Research Center, Arizona University (USA)




Honors and fellowship

1995 CNR fellowship, University Cattolica “Sacro Cuore” — Rome (Italy)

1996-97 Three Italian Telethon short fellowship

1997-98 Postdoctoral fellowship in Biochemical and Molecular Biology Sciences, Univ. of Catania,
Italy

2015 Award from Italian Society of Biophysics and Molecular Biology (SIBBM)

Funding

2018 Grant from Italian Ministry of University and Research, call Proof of Concept 2018, 24
12 months, Principal Investigator

2017 Grant “Chance 2017, Univ. of Catania, 12 months, Principal Investigator

2017 Grant “Piano della Ricerca 20177, Univ. of Catania, 12 months, Principal Investigator

2016 Annual Fellowship from “Fondazione Umberto Veronesi” to dr Andrea Magri for an ALS
project where prof Angela Messina is Principal Investigator

2014 -16 Grant from Univ. of Catania — FIR 2014 Program, 24 months, Principal Investigator

2013 Grant from AriSLA (Italian Agency for Research on Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis),
15 months, Principal Investigator

2013-16 National Program for High Interest Scientific Research — PRIN 2010, 24 months,
member of the research unit

2012 National Program for High Interest Scientific Research — PRIN 2012, 12 months, research
unit responsible

2012 Yearly Grant from University of Catania - 12 months, Principal Investigator

2011 Yearly Grant PRA from University of Catania, 12 months, Principal Investigator

2010-12 Italian Program for High Interest Scientific Research — PRIN 2008, 24 months, member
of the research unit

2007-09 National Program for High Interest Scientific Research — PRIN 2006, 36 months, member
of the research unit

2002-09 Yearly Grant PRA from Univ. of Catania, 12 months, member of the research unit

Patents

2017  TItalian patent n. 102016000026259, title: “Composto peptidico farmacologicamente attivo,
procedimento per la sua preparazione e uso” — Angela Messina, Vito De Pinto, Andrea Magri, Guarino
Francesca, Reina Simona.

2018 Pending international patent n. N. WO2017158502A1, title: "Pharmacologically active peptide
compound, process for the preparation and use thereof" - Angela Messina, Vito De Pinto, Andrea Magri,
Guarino Francesca, Reina Simona.

Main scientific interests

Molecular characterization of mitochondrial transport protein, purification of mitochondrial transport
protein from healthy and pathological tissue, heterologous expression of mitochondrial transport protein,
chemical-physical study and modelling of membrane proteins; involvement of VDAC in the apoptotic
process; study of expression control mechanism of VDAC isoforms; structure-function study by
mutagenesis techniques, proteomic analysis of complex polipeptidic mixture; DNA barcoding analysis.
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